
HARP (STRING FAMILY INSTRUMENT) RUBRIC 
This rubric is designed to evaluate the creation of a string family instrument. 

 Beginning 

Needs 

Improvement 

70-79 Points 

Developing 

Satisfactory 

80-89 Points 

Exemplary 

Excellent 

90-100 Points  

Above And Beyond 

Extra Credit  

100-110 Points ** 

 

The instrument 

has 

characteristics 

similar to the 

family to which 

it belongs. 

 

*The instrument 

has some long and 

some short strings.  

*The strings are 

not stretched 

tightly enough to 

produce much 

volume.  *The 

sound quality is 

minimal. 

 

 

 

10 Points 

*The instrument has 

some long strings and 

some short strings.  

*The strings are steel 

wire or nylon. *The 

strings are tightly 

enough stretched to 

produce good volume.  

*The sound quality is 

good.  

 

 

 

15 Points 

*The strings are steel 

wire or nylon.  *The 

instrument has some 

short, thin strings and 

some long, thick strings.  

*The short, thin strings 

are stretched tightly.  

The long, thick strings 

are more loosely 

stretched than the short 

strings.  *The sound 

quality is excellent. 

 

20 Points 

*The instrument has some 

short, thin strings and some 

long, thick strings.  *The 

short, thin strings are 

stretched tightly.  The long, 

thick strings are more loosely 

stretched than the short 

strings. *The strings are real 

harp or guitar strings.  *The 

sound quality is superb. 

 

 

 

25 Points 

 

The instrument 

can make more 

than one pitch. 

*The instrument 

can only make one 

pitch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0 Points 

*The student can 

create high and low 

pitches.  However, the 

short strings are thick 

and loose instead of 

short and tight.  The 

long strings are thin 

and tight instead of 

thick and loose. 

40 Points 

*The student can create 

high pitches by plucking 

the short, thin, tight 

strings.  *The student 

can create low pitches by 

plucking long, thick, 

loose strings. 

 

 

45 Points 

*The student can create high 

pitches by plucking the short, 

thin, tight strings.  *The 

student can create low 

pitches by plucking long, 

thick, loose strings. *The 

student can play a 

recognizable tune on the 

instrument. 

50 Points 

 

Workmanship *It is evident that 

the student spent 

very little time 

creating the 

instrument.  *It is 

not painted or 

decorated.  

 

5 Points 

*It is evident the 

student spent very little 

time making the 

instrument.  *The 

instrument is decorated 

or painted hastily. 

 

 

10 Points 

*It is evident the student 

has spent sufficient time 

making the instrument.  

*The idea is creative or 

unique.  *The instrument 

is stained, decorated, or 

painted nicely. 

 

20 Points 

*It is evident the student has 

spent extra time making the 

instrument.  *The idea is 

extremely creative or unique.  

*The instrument is 

exceptionally stained, 

decorated, or painted. 

 

25 Points 

 

The instrument 

was brought to 

school on the 

due date. 

  

The instrument 

was brought to 

school more than 

one week late. 

-5 Points 

The instrument was 

brought to school two 

days late. 

 

0 Points 

The instrument was 

brought to school on the 

due date. 

 

10 Points 

The instrument was brought 

to school on the due date. 

 

 

10 Points 
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** I do not expect you to get over 100 points.  However, any score over 100 will earn 

extra credit on a test.  (Example:  If your score is 105, you will receive 5 points of extra 

credit on a test). 


