
PERCUSSION FAMILY INSTRUMENT RUBRIC 
This rubric is designed to evaluate the creation of a percussion family instrument. 

 Beginning 
Needs Improvement 

70-79 Points 

Developing 

Satisfactory 

80-89 Points 

Exemplary 

Excellent 

90-100 Points  

Above And Beyond 

Extra Credit  

100-110 Points ** 

 

The 

instrument 

has 

characteristics 

similar to the 

family to 

which it 

belongs. 

*Tapping on bars, 

bells, keys, or 

drumheads with the 

fingers or mallets 

plays the instrument.  

*Drumheads are 

loose.  *Bars are not 

up off the body of 

the instrument to 

allow for vibration.  

*The sound is 

minimal. 

 

10 Points 

*Tapping on bars, 

bells, keys, or 

drumheads with the 

fingers or mallets plays 

the instrument.  

*Drumheads are tight.  

*Bars are up off the 

body of the instrument 

to allow for vibration.  

*The sound is good. 

 

 

 

15 Points 

*Tapping on bars, 

bells, keys, or 

drumheads with the 

fingers or mallets 

plays the instrument.  

*Drumheads are 

tight.  *Bars are up 

off the body of the 

instrument to allow 

for vibration.  *The 

sound is excellent. 

 

 

20 Points 

*Tapping on bars, 

bells, keys, or 

drumheads with the 

fingers or mallets plays 

the instrument.  

*Drumheads are tight.  

*Bars are up off the 

body of the instrument 

to allow for vibration.  

*The sound is superb. 

 

 

 

25 Points 

 

The 

instrument 

makes more 

than one 

pitch. 

The instrument can 

only make one pitch. 

 

 

 

 

0 Points 

* The bars, bells, or 

drumheads are 

different sizes to 

enable the teacher to 

create different pitches 

on the instrument. 

40 Points 

* The bars, bells, or 

drumheads are 

different sizes to 

enable the student to 

create different 

pitches. 

45 Points 

* The student can play 

a recognizable tune on 

the instrument. 

 

 

 

50 Points 

 

Workmanship 
*It is evident that the 

student spent very 

little time creating 

the instrument.  *It is 

not painted or 

decorated.  

 

 

 

5 Points 

*It is evident the 

student spent very little 

time making the 

instrument.  *The 

instrument is decorated 

or painted hastily. 

 

 

 

10 Points 

*It is evident the 

student has spent 

sufficient time 

making the 

instrument.  *The 

idea is creative or 

unique.  *The 

instrument is stained, 

decorated, or painted 

nicely. 

20 Points 

*It is evident the 

student has spent extra 

time making the 

instrument.  *The idea 

is extremely creative 

or unique.  *The 

instrument is 

exceptionally stained, 

decorated, or painted. 

 

25 Points 

 

The 

instrument 

was brought 

to school on 

the due date. 

  

The instrument was 

brought to school 

more than one week 

late. 

 

-5 Points 

The instrument was 

brought to school two 

days late. 

 

 

0 Points 

The instrument was 

brought to school on 

the due date. 

 

 

10 Points 

The instrument was 

brought to school on 

the due date. 

 

 

10 Points 

 

 

Name:      Teacher:      Chair number: 

S 

C 

O 

R 

E 

** I do not expect you to get over 100 points.  However, any score over 100 will 

earn extra credit on a test.  (Example:  If your score is 105, you will receive 5 

points of extra credit on a test). 


